
, ELECTIONS: Person can include nickname along with real name in 
filing f or offices. 

~r. Jo A. ~oaney 
County CltQ.'k 
Phe lps County 
Rolla, }Iissour1 

This Department is in receipt ot JOur le~ter 
ot Feb uarr 9 th. wherein JOU make the tollow1ng inq"'1ry: 

"Will you plea'se render an opinion 
as to whether a ' nick na•• nay be 
enclosed ~ parenthesis along with 
a candidate's name an tns election 
ballots? For instance; ~abn J . 
(Happy ) 5mith . .. 

Dil i gent search of t h e op1n1ansrendered by 
this partment do not reveal that we have ever passed 
on th s quest1011. However, the question of whether or 
qot a n1ckn8M can be included along w1 th the lega. ]+ 
41lria ian Jl&1De or a candidate ~or off'1ce in n.11ns Jand 
print g Oll the baLlot, baa been JDOre or leaa sanctioned 
by eu ~oa. It bas .rematned unchallenged as 1'ar as the. 
court of our .jta te are \ concerned. , 

section 102671 

• The name or no candidate shall 
be pr~nted upon any oft1c1al bal lot 
at •ny pr1~ electiaft• uhlesa at 
leaat sixty days, prior to such· 
priaary a wri-tten declaration mall 
bave been filed by tb& candidate• 
as provided in this article, stating 

-



. . . . -" 
Mr . John A. Mooney i-eb . 29 , 1940 

hi s .full name , r e :: idence , offi ce 
for which he proposed as a can
dida t e , the part y u~t:--1 mose 
ticke t he i s t o be a candidate , 
that if nomina t ed and elected to 
suCh office he will qUalify, and 
such decl a ration shall be in sub
stantially the follo~g form: ...... 

I , t he undersigned, a resident 
anc qual ifi ed elector of the 
{ ~recinct of the town of 

J, or (the pr ecinct 
of the wnrd of the city 
or }, county of and 
state of Mi ssouri, do announce 
myself a candidate for the 
office of on the 
ticket, t o be voted fo_r __ a~t-tne 
primary ele ction to be held on 
t he f i rst Tuesday in August, 

• and I f'urther declare 
-..t ba __ t,..-.if nominated and el e cted 
t o such off ice I will qualify. 

{Signed} ____________ . " 

T!:e statute uso s the· e.xr ressi on, "stati ng his 
fUll name . " Applying that t o the 1nstanee which you 
pre sent, it appear s that if tho cendidato ' s name is 
John J . ~mith and he desire s to include the nickname 
"Happy" for the purpose of i dentifying himself or call• 
1ng !t to the attention of the ~oters that he i s the 
part!cular Smith, amng many others , and -.,ishes to 
iden~ify h1msel.f a s the same , we know of no l egal 
obstacle to prevent it. ?ian y peopl e who have carried 
nickname s since early childhood are better and more 
familiarly known under the n i cknama than they are nhen 
r eference i s nade to the rea l name . No doubt the purpose 
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of a ~didate i n desiring to i nclude his nickname l n fi l
ing is for this reason. 

APPROV.t::D: 

cOVEtL R. HtidTT 
(Acting) Attorney-General 

OWll s EG 

Your s very t ruly 

OLLI VER \'v . NOLEN 
Assistant Attorney-General 


