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A Notary Public eannot legally notarize docu
ments under any name other than his or her 

NOTARIES PUBLIC: 
. . ' 

legal name. 

Pebru~ 15. 1949 

\ 

Honorabl~ . W~lt•~ ~~~ Toberman· 
secr~~.r1 ··-.,'t. Stt·t• 
capt tol · Bui'l.dw 
Jet!ereon . ·o~ ti • ,· K1_ssour1 

I · 

Attent1ont Mr. U. A." McBride 

Dear S1rt 

. This of.f1ce ·ls in receipt o.f. your request for. an official 
opinion \lpon a q\lestion pro-po':oll'lded t~, .J?Ul! .. ~t1"1oe in a lett~~ 
tram Ben Nor~berg, . Clerk o.f the Oount1 ·:C.ol.Jrt ~ Jacksop Qo~ty 1 
Missouri. Mr. lfordberg, 1n hits· letter,. lhquire.a 1 ·. · , .. 

. *ta th~;i~e Quigley ~t . t~~ ·at)' li6lde. a . . . ··: :7 ;~·o~ 11. 
notary commiss ion under the name o.f Katherine 
Sevi0r, for the r eason tnat at the time she 
was thus co~~saioned she carried her ~~rried 
name o.f sevier. · 

"S1noe that tir.te she ~1aa secured a divorce and 
has taken baek her maiden name and wishes. to 
know if she can atill legally notarize docu
ments under the name ot Sevier. rather tha.n her 
now leGal no::·1e o f Qu i :3ley. 11 

We would oall your attention to Section 13363. R. 3. Mo. 
19391 which statesa 

"Every notary public shall provide a· notarial 
seal ., on which shall be inscribed his name, 
the words •notary publlo,• the name of the 
county or city, 1f appointed for such city, 
in which he resides and haa hia office, and 
the name or the stateJ shall designate in 
writingt 1n any certificate signed by h im, 
the date of t he expiration of his commission. 
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No notary public shall chang• his seal 
during the term for which rie is appointed and he shall authenticate therewith all his 
otticial. acts, and the· reoor« and Qopiea, 
aertitied by the pr.oper custodian thereat, 
ahall be received in evidence.• 

• • o L "\• 

· It will. be noted that the above section specifically says 
the.t the riotl.ry public shall provide a ·notarial. seal on which 
shall be inescribed_ his na:ue. 

_Jta.the~in• · -~~ier, to vih.om the not~ ·commission in th$,a 
case was hssueda· ·now bear11 the name ot' "!Catherine ·Quigley, and · 
for her t o continue to notarize instruments with a notarial seal 
on which is 1naor1bed the name of Katherine Sevier would obviously 
be in violatimf.~1' ·Section 13363, since ltatherine Sevier is not 
now her legal lUiile·. It is, therefore·, ·our opinion that Katherine 
~uigley cannot.lcgall7 ~otnrizz documents under the name ot · 
Katherine Sevier. 

In regard to the issue as to the proper course of action to 
be taken to reot1t'y the above situation we would call your attention 
to Volwae S. 1924-1925 Pa·. District ~d count7 Report's, page. 66, 
from which oaae found therein we quotei . · · 

"On May 15, 1923, Boleslaw .John Bielski f iled a 
petition in t he Court of Common Pleas of l~lleghecy 
Oounty tor a ohange o£ hia name. Attar publication 
and compliance in all oth~r respeota ·with the aot 
of aas e~bl7 gove~n3 this procedure, a decree waa 
entered ' oy the court changing the· name of ~etitioner 
·to that of Robert J~~~ Billings. 

"At t he time the ;,Jeti tion v1as filed Bi elski was an 
interne in a nospi t~l at Ettsburg, and about to take 
his State examination f or a license to practice 
medicine. He fi l ed ~is credentials in the name he 
the bore , ·3ol esl aw John Bielski, a s at t~1.at time 
thendecree nad not been entered chanGing his name. 

"After the decree was e ntered, ~nd before i1is 
l icense r1a s i ssued, !le forwarded · ~ certified copy 
to the Department of Public Instruction, with a 
request that h i s l icense be i ssued in the name of 
Robert John Dillincs. He was notifi ed by your 
board that it ~'!ould be impossible t o issue him a 
license in any other name than that 't.t."'l.de r which· 
~is credentials were f iled. 
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WThe question ariS&SI Qan a license be 
issued· to liim in the n·ame ot Robert John 
Billings, ' the name he now legally bears? 

'"In the case of u notar.y publicwho has had 
hia name changed by decree of - ~ourt, this 
department has held that the cmtn'Pission was 
issued to ·a person certain, and . there was 
no ~eason why that person should not have a 
commission in the new name. The commission 
waa issued to the person and not to the name. 
The same reasoning applies to a license 
issued to practice med1o1ne. The person to · 
whom a license was issued having changed hia 
name by legal procedure, in a way recognized 
and approved by the law, he should not be 
deprived of any of his rights for doing so. 
He is entitled to all the rights which were 
his· under his ol d name, · and one of these 
rights was to practice medicine, and he 
ought not. as Robert John Billings, to be 
compelled to practice under a license isaued 
~ the name of Boleshaw John Bielski. 

.. 

"A man ' s name is the mark by which he 1& diatin• 
guiehed from other men, and a s Robert John 
Billings is now the legal name of him who 
for-merly bore the name of 13oleslaw John 131elsk1• 
he should be c;lven a license 1n his legal name, · 
for •t:w onl y tLing the law l ooks to is the 
identity of t he individual. 

"Probably the l cadint:; case on a change of name 
is Pet it ion of Cnook, 2 Pi tta . nepr. 26, and 
in t:1.a t case the court, spld&king of r.. chanced 
n~~e, held: •Any contrnct or obli~ation he may 
enter into, or which others ;:nay enter into with 
him by that na:.1e, or any [;rant or devise he may 
hereafter make by it would be valid and binding, 
f or, a s un ac ._1uire<i kno'Wn ccsi;_.;.'1ation, it !:as 
become as effectually hi s ne.me us the one he 
previously bore.• 

"In Clouser v . Snyder, 8 Berks co. t.J 
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71~· 1,~- .. ;~b~~2~ .. -:d~,~- .. ~ thdatth~t~h •. DYI:7~ adopdt. 
any name e '"'~*··~ . .: .. an a .a u ."a an 

·oo~trac~!J .~7 -.~~p .. ~~~--"~1~~~ be -~·~·" . '• . ·' . ,./~ ' . .. . 

· ;!~ :tit~~r~~~.-~t!·~~~!g;!Ma~~·~: 
· Bolesl~w · l~~ B1~~·k1;. togetlle~ wl.th a o_erti• 

=tl.ed : copy or· the ·aecree· or ·· the c~· oh lh . . . ·. . . . . .... .. . , ....... . ang . .. S . . . 
P.,1~ _name· • . 1~ .. sucb . . de_qre~ . J;s n~t -: .~r,t!~dy filed , : .. ~ .. . . 
tn t'htt ·»epvtment · ot· Publtb TtiatPU.ut·fon,· while·,.·: ··<· · 
it 11 not ~bligatoey; H:· ·is 'legal .and Only . . = . . -··· •. . . 

... :· 

. . ta~~ ~a~. -~ · new lioenae eh()t\ld. 'f?.~ :1.~eued to .' .: .... -_ . 

. · .Jio:bert · 39.fm. J~l~Iings · t·c> · F,·aot~~~ ··~lclne ~-- · ;·:,s:. -:~r: .. :r;:·: A~~.,;. 
this Oommonwealth · under that nflln.e·.• · · · ·.·. · ·· · 

In the l-ight ot this decision, and in the absenoe of M1asour1 . 
deoiaions upon this point, 1t would be our opinion that a · new · ,~ 
o0Dim1ss1ori be issue~ to Katherine Quigley by the Clovernorl· Without 
ohe.rge t~ her. 

. CONCLUSIOlf . 

) 

It ·is the conclusi'on or t'hia o.ffioe•··that- a · notary cfann9t .. 
legally not~1ze dooumenta under ~1' o.~h~.r .,~· his or ner._ .. :~l.~&al ~ ~ ·-· .. 

·name. 

Af PROVED: 

J. E . TAYLOR 
Attorney Gen~ral 

HPV\':mw .. 

Respect£ully submitted, 

ffiJGH P . V;ILLIAi·,iSON 
Assistant Attorney General 


